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May 18, 2025 

Pastor Garylee Syphard 

TCC Basics: Community Week 1 

 

COUNTER CULTURE 
 

Today we begin our sixth and last leg of our series we have called the TCC basics, examining the 

foundational values here at TCC:  We love God… we love people… we love the Word of God … we 

love living generously… we love the local church… and for the next 3 weeks we turn our attention 

to our love for community. 

 

At TCC we love community: Being dedicated to the great commission, sharing the good 

news of Jesus and the cross – His love, forgiveness and salvation – making disciples of all 

nations both locally and globally. 

 

The great commission…  

 Mark 16:15 – Go into all the world and preach the gospel and to make disciples… (NIV)  

 Acts 1:8 – and you shall be witnesses of and for me when the Holy Spirit comes upon you…. 

  Matthew 24:14 – And this Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (NIV)    

 

 

The Counter Kingdom 

The Church universal… this and every local church and our individual lives are to be a counter 

culture to the world we live in… ambassadors of the Kingdom of God 

We are to reflect and in every way to those around us the kingdom difference, the kingdom 

advantage… kingdom supremacy and kingdom character 

 

 Matthew 3:1…“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (NIV) 

 Matthew 4:17 – From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near. (NIV) 

 Acts 2 - Repent for the remission of your sins 

 

To repent means a change of mind with corresponding actions 

 

 

 

TCC- Jesus was an ambassador from the kingdom of God and in the great commission He said, “Go 

and do what I did!!” 

 John 18:36 – My kingdom is not of this world… But it is intended for you   
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KINGDOM OF CONTRAST 

 

Light and darkness 

The character of the kingdom reflects the nature of the king… 

 1 John 1:5- God is light and in Him is no darkness at all… (NKJV) 

 2 Corinthians 5:14-… what communion has light with darkness?  (NKJV) 

 Colossians 1:13-14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the 

kingdom of the Son of His love, (NKJV) 

 

John 1:4-5 – In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but 

the darkness has not understood it. (NIV) 

 

2 Corinthians 11:14 – Satan presents Himself to us as an angel of light. 

 

Revelation 12:9- So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 

who deceives the whole world… (NKJV) 

 

John 3:17-18 – For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. (NIV) 

 

Isaiah 5:20 – Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.   (NIV) 

 

John 3:19 – This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 

light because their deeds were evil. (NIV) 

 

 

We shine!! 

 

Isaiah 61:2-3 – Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, 

darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and 

his glory appears over you. (NKJV) 

 

 

John 1:12 – Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to 

become children of God. (NIV) 
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