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April 14, 2024 
Pastor Phillip Merrill 

Easter Series 
 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED  
THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD 

 

1 Corinthians 1:17-25 – “For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart. Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  (ESV) 

 
  

  
WHY DO WE NEED REDEMPTION?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REDEEMED BY A PRICE 
 
Isaiah 53:4-5 – “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.”  (ESV) 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 – “Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”  (ESV) 
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NEW OWNERSHIP 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.”  (ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION 

- No longer slaves 
- No longer under a curse  
- Live as children 
- We are being transformed from Glory to Glory 
- We are free to live by the Spirit 

 
Let us not relegate the cross to Easter lest we live a powerless life! 
 
 


